May 7, 2009 /o
Dear Liz,

You are a-gift. ™ -
Thank you for delving deeply into this thing called RIE and beco‘mmg the teacher that
you are. :

When I ﬁrst entered your class, I was sort of expeﬁﬁ‘ng'amomngy and me type of.”
experience. | was.immediately struck by your skill in generating rich disciission about
five-month-old babies. I had not considered what was possible in connecting and
commumcatmg with my five-month-old. T wanteﬂ”townte down everything you were
saying and I knew I had stumbled upon.a golden opportunity: Because of you I learned to
set up an environment that allowéd my child uninterrupted opportunity to be free, to take
pleasure in learning in her own avay how to roll, sit, crawl, stand, walk, babble, climb,
speak, and then loudly sing for herself: You always watched with genuine interest and
offered thoughtful reﬂectlons,;readmgs quotes for close to two years as my child passed
through each of het stages. ,You taught me the value in taking the time to sit and
attentively observe. To watch my child: create solutions in the process of getting from
here to there on your rug and then with the other children was empowering. I felt like I
was set free when I learned that it was a demonstratxon of respect.to get my personal

: "‘needs met, Becayse of you, | began to speak to my child to tell her what I was going to do

b

be,fpre such-care.agdmgenng onfeeding. It teok a while to cultivate the patience. I
learnéd‘ how to speak from my perspective a and then pause to offer her the opportunity to
respond~You we're the guq_@'e that shbwed me the expansive capacity a child has in
respondlng to*-authentlc communication. You taught me that I can speak softly when
setting limits. At is amazing 10 watclby_ou c0n51stently have five children simultaneously
sitting in chau:&at a table;-wearing bibs; pg,urmg from pitchers, eating to satisfy their
hunger. You never once. ,raased~yeur vblé&erot?fered anything but possibility in
facﬂltatmg this active pammpatmn Your ‘teac]ung has been embedded into the DNA of

our family aqgiuthe’ fe],atlonshlps that we have with each’ o‘ther I have enjoyed every ounce

of th g,mﬁé we- have spent.in-youf maglcal room-and my heart-strings get tugged when [
s.ahﬁut»tnmonrow being"Cllilg#’s graduation. Your weekly wisdoms have been such
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..,.,,mp,
3,,,,.amemc:*h,t)rjbtz"txs'...ﬂ;e:~c{)n1:e:fm‘p‘}a’a*\q:imge spent on yqur rug, your wooden yoga

S

eqummen{Mh your creative simple-toy-liké"gdodies s will likely be one of the most
valuable aspect&qﬂmy daughfer s educauon.
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~ Thank you for bemg.eur-teacher Thaﬂk y‘ou for‘tmmtung_and transforming our lives.
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P.S-How.do we sign-up for camp? ¢ . = \ &, e
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